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Gomplaint to Fritz Lenge

2. On 18 Jamuary 1953, Prof. Dr. Maxim Zetkin, Haupbabteilungsleiter, of

. fuer Chemie, Steins und Erden.

bo

Go

do

the Bast German Minisbtry of Health, wrote to Fritz Lange of the Zentrale
Kormission fuer Stastliche Komtrolle (ZZK). Copies of the letter wers
sent also to Heinrich Reu, depuby Minister President, Staatliche Plankom=-
nission, and te Dirk van Rickelen, Secretary of State, S'baa.tsekre'ba.ria.‘b

Professor Zeitkin started his letter as followss *In the past year, serum
production in East Germany, with respec‘tv to quantity and quality of

human sere, reached a promounced hadir®, Professor Zetkin continued
that, becausse “Bast German plants could not produce sonsentrated

(4‘.,000 and 65,000 x) diptheria and tetanus sera, Lhut Exst Gormeny

had been obliged to import these from the West. The professor atbributed
thig trouble partly to the shortage of serum horses.

In addition, an imporbant cause of the trouble wag that the nationalized
Asid-8srumwerk VEB, Dessau, had been very slack, in spite of repeated
ministerial complaints, in fulfilling its 1951 production plan. It hed
also ob‘jsv'ted to acoepting any obligation to produce concentrated sera
or vaecines in 1952, The reason for this appeared to lie in the
mercenary oubtlook of the nationalized firm, which could not meke so much
profit from sers ad from pharmaceutical productss All this was in
marked contrast to the cooperative spirit and plan fulfllment of the

‘private firm Saechisches Serumwerk AG (SSW), Dresden.

Professor Zetkin concluded that the shortage of serum horses was to
be remedied by importing 24 Hungerian horses., He asked the ZKK to take
action against the Asid-Serumwerk VEB; Dessau. :
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Bagt Goermany’s production difficulties.

On 28 February 1952, the Health Inspection Seotion of the Esst German
Ministry of Health prepared, for intre-ministerial use, and expose on

8o

bo

the production of concentrated sera and vaccines in Bast G rmeny. The
expose listed the following five reasons for the diff ;.quli_;g_

o8t
Lack of serum horses - to be remedied by import from Hungarys

Seres are condentrated: and purified by electro-dialysis: in Burope, the

State Serum Ipstitute in Copenhagen has the spparatus for thiss The
8SW specialists understand the Copenhagen apparatus fully, but have none
at their disposal. The trial spparatus that they did have - to remove
peptolysed antitoxins with alumina (Tonerde) - was destroyed during the
attack on Drosden, The spparatus cannot now be rebuilt, az it can only
be built with V2A steel piping. In additionm, the necessary alumins can

~ be obtained only from & pit in the Rhineland.

Go,

do

8o

'Although the SSW knows, in general, how to produce 4,000 and 6,000 x~

sérs, some detmils of the process ars protected by patents, which the
Behtring works have bought from the Americanss Eadt Germany cannot
aireuiivent this patent protection. PFurther, there certainly is not
the necessary practical experiénce in East Germany as

during and before World War II. - . . .
Foreign, particularly American, literature on the purification of
sere is lacking, As far as this literature is Imown through German
translations, it menbions apparatus and nutritive medie not available

in Bast Gormany.

There is 2 great shortage of trained specialists in Bast Germany for
gerum production. /
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_ Bast German 1952 serum snd vaccine needa' B

Best Gorman Ministry of Health drew up the folloﬁingfab}e

of East Germany's requirements for human sera and vacoines for 1952, Thé

table is not based o
ninisterial statemg

Lo
2
5.
4.
5o
6o
7.
8.
5
10,
11,

12?
13.
14.
18,

160

17.

18,
19,

20,

1 strioct medical considerations of requirements but is a
ub of requirements which takes into accounts

a. TReserves at the beginning of 1952
be production capacities of Bast Gorman plants
So money available for import.

Typs
Botulinus serum

Tetanus serum

Tetanus serum from horses

Totanug serum i‘rcm horses

Tetanus serum from heif‘e-ars
Tetanus serum from rems

Tetanus. vesoine

Diphtheris leruﬁx

Diphtheria serum from horses.

Diphthsria serum from rams
Dipl&the’ria vaccine
Soarlet fe;gvgrj”grup*.

Di-Tussis=Toxoid 2z

Di-goarlet fewer vaccite
Pi-Tussia-Tetanus TBxoid,

Spotted fever (Fleckfisbher)
vacoine

Cholérs vacoine

Bebies vecoine

Meningoooccus serum »

Gas ,:gaﬁgrene antitoxin

Amount & units Proposed source
1,000 packagesl Saschsisches |

o Serumwerk (SsW):
2,000 8sw

25 Iitér o ‘ Asid Dessau (AD)
25 liter (not plamned at Asid)
1,000 % Asid Desssu (AD)
180 liter

005 - ®

780 1liter - .

300 ¥ AD

24 liter

300 AD

24 liter

WO LEEaFE T e e e AD

can 'bg_increéi"s_ed at any time

1000 to 2000 % AD

“52 liter
’ 100 liter 88w

500 x AD

360 liter

20 liter AD

120 liter SswW

160 1liter Asid Weissenses

- (am)

150 liter A.W_

30 liter Tapfatoffwerk,

Sohéneweide (LS)

Fo requiréments, if meeded =~
can be }p:"odueed from concentrate

50 liter Requirement

60 liter 88W
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HP.Q. Knount & units "Proposed source

21, Policiyelitis-convalescent wWhensver possible
o, mermm '

B S U0 S S T

; [ s )
23, Measslss convalescant serum whenévér possible

28, Test sérum for determining whenever possible
. blood groups . e et i

24, Peritonitis seyum’ 150 liter SiohElsohes

. - Serumwerk (SSW)

25, Anthrax sérum - Asid Dessau (AD)

%, Prooipitating sera 1 liter o

27, Tnfluenzs sdscbats vascine 150 liber Tmpetoffwerk
— o Schoeneweide (IW)

28,  Tuberculimé = ' 60 1iter ®
- .. Pilubion 341000 IO h
. Tibekwulith saive 100 1ter '3
80, Tﬁ,lhﬂi'bpin forte AD. T T
51, Ealm<Bxtract 60 liter 18
‘ aghostio 5 liter 18
urpose . ’

{

33, Smallpgx":nmﬁm - - 18 '

32, Sera for df

34, Typhus oral capsules 3;006.0,00 cspsules m
35. BCG vaooline - Jenaphain |
| éhese are 100 ¢o.packages..
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